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The Carolingians

731 
Battle of Tours

751
Anointing of Pepin III

800 
Coronation of Charlemagne

877 
Death of Charles the Bald

Charles the BaldReliquary Bust of Charlemagne

4



Charles Martel (690-741)

• The Battle of Tours
– Islam

• Mayor of the Palace
– Merovingians

• Protector of 
Christianity

• Education
– Carloman and Pepin

– Court Administration

The Battle of Tours - 731
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Pepin the Short (714-768)

• The Carolingian 
Reformation
– Reform Synods

– Reformation Spreads

• 747 Carloman 
Abdicates

• Royal Unction

The Anointing of Pepin - 751
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Charlemagne (742-814)

• The Christian King
– The New David

– Admonishing the Pope
– Images

– Pagan Idols

• Was He Educated?
• His view of War

– City of God
– Praying, Fasting

Raphael: The Coronation of Charlemagne
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Charlemagne (742-814)

• Kingdom Expansion
• Saxon Conquest

– Forced Baptisms
– Mass Beheadings

• Saxon Context
– Mission Attempts
– Previous Conquests
– Defensive War
– Missions Coincide
– Papal Sanction

Charlemagne
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Charlemagne – The Man

• Hunting, Swimming, 
Riding

• Loved to eat roasted 
meats

• Beer and Wine
• German Culture and 

Language

• Family Man
• But…

Charlemagne’s Reliquary Bust
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Charlemagne – His Heirs

• Louis the Pious 
(778-840)
– Good Pious King

– Perceived Weak

• Charles the Bald 
(823-877)
– Crown of Learning
– Solomon

Charles the Bald
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The Carolingian Legacy

• Latin and Books
– Orthography, 

Grammar, and 
Handwriting

Charlemagne and His School
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Handwriting Reforms

Vat. Lat. 9, VIII c., The Pauline Corpus
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Handwriting Reforms
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Handwriting Reforms

Barb. Lat. 587, XI c., Biblia Sacra

14



Handwriting Reforms
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Handwriting Reforms

Barb. Lat. 587, XI c., Biblia Sacra
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The Carolingian Legacy

• Latin and Books
– Orthography, 

Grammar, and 
Handwriting

– Copying and 
Correcting Books

• Education, Education, 
Education (Alcuin)

• Sabbath
– Church attendance
– Vernacular Preaching

Charlemagne and His School
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The Carolingian Legacy

• Legal/Juridical 
Reforms

• Economic Stimulus
– Marriage
– Hard Work
– Commerce

• Libraries
• Buildings
• Foundations of 

Feudalism

Charlemagne and His School
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